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 Art
10 Reasons To Visit The Outsider Art Fair
By Sehba Mohammad on January 29, 2015
The 23-year-old Outsider Art Fair takes over Center 548 in Chelsea starting today and through the weekend. It features an assortment of 50 galleries from eight countries. This event is not like mainstream art fairs, chock-a-block with flashy names and over produced artwork, instead it features artists who create work from outside the confines of art institutions. This includes self-taught and folk artists, as well as marginalized and psychologically compromised creators. Since outsider art is removed from art circles it has a visceral and unpretentious quality. The work is often made using rudimentary mediums and the techniques used are atypical, reflecting the raw strength of the creative act.
This year’s fair mixes virtually unknown artists with respected outsider names such as Swiss farm hand Adolf Wölfli, who started creating art after he was institutionalized for hallucinations, and Bill Traylor, the self-taught African-American artist who spent much of his life as a slave in Alabama. Also on display is the group exhibition, I Had Possession Over Judgment Day, featuring five artists whose work deals with paranoia. There are also panel discussions, film screenings, and an after-party hosted by Young Folk, the young patrons of the American Folk Art Museum. Below are ten exceptional outsider artworks to keep an eye out for while perusing the fair.
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